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Ilha Formosa, or the Beautiful Isle, afterwards
- changed for that of its discoverer, which it now
retains. The Portuguese first established a settle-
ment upon it which they, however, abandoned,
and subsequently transferred the right of possession
to Spain, receiving in exchange the Island of Trini-
dad, off the coast of Brazil.

In the year 1764, a new settlement was founded
by Spain, which, after a lapse of eighteen years,
was also abandoned, for causes which have not
been satisfactorily explained, although it is gene-
rally believed that a series of misunderstandings
with the natives took place, which principally
produced that result.*

* The following extract from the letter-book of the late African
Company, throws considerable light upon this subject :

< Cape Coast Castle, 3Cth January, 1783.

< Captain Lawson, who has been lately at the islands of Princes
and St. Thomas, says that the Governor, who was inimical to the
English, is returned to Portugal; he hired to the Spaniards at Fer-
nando Po, one hundred soldiers to make reprisals on the English, in
consequence of Captain Ragan having endeavoured to cut out of the
island a Spanish packet, which was there in March and April last.
Captain West of his Majesty's ship Champion, cruized off Fernando
Po, two days in July last, in order to fall in with a frigate of thirty
guns, and a sloop of fourteen, but, being both in the harbour, they
would not come out. These two vessels remained in St. Thomas's
in October last, where they had carried 200 troops, the only remains
of 3000 that had originally been sent to Fernando Po, where the
Spaniards had made a settlement, and landed a great quantity of brass
cannon, and all kinds of military stores ; but the natives were so
disgusted with the Spanish'Government, that they poisoned the
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